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L—INTRODUCTO:

Tunere is nothing that strikes anyone who i3,

acquainted, to however slight o degree, with the “conditions
of existence of the various rnces inbabiting the wild and
barren country intervening between cur ludian frontier
and that of Persin, more than the persistent way i whach
Fuaropean politicians and geographers endeavour to group
these races under two distinet nationalities, and tu assign
to them as such fixed territorial abodes  We hear them
tatk of Beloochistan nnd Affghanistan as though th
distriets thus designated were the exclasive abodo of two
nationahitics entirely disﬁnct from one another, but
h t th Ives; almost as we hear
the more grossly :ll mformud amongst the British public,
talk of the inhabitants of the Peninsula of Hindnstan ae
“Indinns,” thereby classing all the varjed races of o
country nimostas big ns Yurope, and eontaining quite a-
many distinct nationalities under a designation which
they apply with equal readiness to the aborigmes of
North America, and the inhabitonts of the Cannibal
Islands. To endeavonr to cxplain the ridiculous mis.
application of this term ns applicd to s wember of any
ene of the numerous distinet races, inhabiting the country
of Hindustan is too prehiensive a subject to be
attempted in conneetion with any other matter, my object
at present being merely to point out the erroncous notions
into which our Huropean ideas have lod us as regards the
regions, we havo deaigmated respectively ns Beloochistan
snd  Affghanistan, and the popalation found thercin
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yarticularly as they affect our frontier policy, and mode
of trentment of the diffienliies with which we are now
there beset.

The ferms Afighanistan and Beloochistan, as territoria
designations applied to particular tracts of country. msy
indecd be considered arbitrary—if not more than that,
absolutely fictitions, for they do not designate any country
known {o the inhabitants of it themselves by such a title:
they are rather terms which we have adopted fiom motives
of vonvenience; and because, according fo our Enropean
ideas. each mce or collection of races, speaking = common
or kindred tongues. ought to inhabit a region with fixed
boundaries. and be united under o distinet national repre-
sentative. Such. however, isnot the case with the metley
variety of nationalities that inhabit the regions in question,
the déb-is of successive social upheavals left st “mded in
these inhospitable paris. for the reason that there alene
they have found a refuge, the pessession of which no
im';xder has found it worth while to dispute with them:
thev still exist, with ne views. and bri few inferesis in
cou;mon. The east or the west of these
or Hindustan --has always been the goslof the conguering
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hordes which have issued whether from Central Asis or

regions—Persia

from Arabis. and in Beloochistan and Afighsnistan are
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found the remmants of the aboriginal maces of the countr

which they have overran in their con=se mived with waif
. jast &5 in the wildest and

' h

4'1

and \'IZ‘I\’Q of their con qaerers

NOST IMONNIRINOTS p:).r:\ of Inc iv are now alone found the

£ the aboriginal inhabitants of that comatry

sarvivors of -
whe have in thx\; inhe spxtabxc recasses, foamd a refuge

which hos presesved to them thelr individzality through
conturies. in the course of which the more exposed in
habitauis of the plains have beencen guered over and o

an be

amain $ill hardly 2 {xaee of their ultimate origin can

found SIMONEST then
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The barren and mountainous districts bordering our
Western frontior of India resemble the beach of the sea
ot high-water mark, nationalities from all quarters of the
Asiatic world are there fonnd stranded; of some of them,
such as of the Arabs, Mogulsand tribes of Persian descent,
it is comparatively casy to trace the origin, but of the
majority it is lost in obscurity.

Of the variety of the origin of these races no greater
proof could be addnced than the comstitution of the
[nnguages, or rather dinlects spoken amongst them, which
are nothing but compounds of what appears an infinite
variety of tongues; in them are alike to be found word-
purely Sanscrit in their origin, and others purely Arabie,
whilst many come even direct from the Hebrew, and the
majority from various inicrmedary sources, the whole
being linked together by the specinl idiomatic forms of
speech which have found their origin on the common
meefing.gronnd where all these waifs have made their
home.

I'o arrive at a snflicient compreliension of the ethno-
graphical intriencics to be encountered in a study of the
nationalities inhabiting these regions it is neeessary first
1o consider the physical peenliarities of the homes in
which they are found, and particularly the relative position
of the ramo as regards India, for India has been the
tempting bait which hns led successive invading hosts
through these poverty-stricken districts, and given them
the courage to struggle through all the difficalties and
privations which their passage has bronght upon them,
and it ix ondy the fact of thoir forming the sole means of
nppronch fo Indin from tho west that has now brought
these regions #o prominently before the notice of civilized
nationy,

For this purpose we may look upon Hindustan na a vast
park or ganlen completely protected towards the north hy
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an insurmountable wall, and shut in towards the west—by
which alone lies any means of approach to it—by a tangled
mass of rocks and ravines.

The whole of the northern portion of Hindustan may
be said to constitute a sort of depressed plain in the
Asiatic landscape, for though abounding in ranges of hills
that rise to a considerable height, the greater part of its
surface is more or less plain in its nature, and seldom rises
to a greater elevation than that of about 2,000 feet above
the sea level; it is owing to this characteristic, namely,
the general uniformity of its surface, coupled with the
abundance of its water supply, that its agricultural wealth
is mainly due.

This productive basin is bounded on the north and
west by ranges of mountains constituting the margins of
vast table-lands which, several thousand feet higher
than the average level of the surface of the
Indian Peninsula, stretch far away towards the north
and west. As regards the ranges which form the
boundary towards the north of India these rise gradually,
by successive leaps, as it where, from low hills, which, at
a distance of from 50 to 150 miles from the Ganges, start
out of the dead level plains, constituting the valley of this
river, to the towering heights of the Himalayas, which rise
to an altitude of from 25.000 to 28,000 feet above the sea-
level, and stretch in an unbroken and impenetrable barrier
from beyond Calcutta to Peshawur, a barrier such as has
ever effectually prevented any ingress from this quarter
to the fertile districts lying to its south. With these
mountains, however, we are not dow further concerned than
in so far as they offer a contrast to those in which our
present interest lies, namely the mountainous district
’I_Jounding the western frontier of India. In this direction
the mountain ranges, instead of rising gradually out of
the piains which here coustitute the valley of the Indus,



b

spring up in most cases almost abruptly to a height of
from 4,000 to 10,000 fect or more. On the farther side of
these precipitous ranges extend endless stretches of table
Iands, which rise to their greatest height towards the
north, and descend gradually towards the south and west.
‘The mountains that thus terminate towards the west the
plains of Hindnstan differ entirely-in all their physical
characteristies from the Himalayan ranges. These latter,
owing to the combined effects of the S.W. and S.E.
monsoons, whoso warm moisture-laden atmosphere is
arrested by their snowy tops, to descend in condensed
torrents of rain upon their bases and the plains below—
abound with vast forests and every species of vegetation
mits most luxuriant form; whilst theirslopes are covered
with endless stretches of wood-land and pasture, the
valleys which intersect them—filled with deep, rich soil,
the detritns of centuries of decayed vegetable matter
washed down by the periodical 1ains from the slopes above
—produce crops of the most extraordinary abundance.
ITow different from this is the picture presented by the
monntain ranges to the west of the Indus, these do not
tice to n height sufficient to attract the monscon clouds,
and hience derive no benefit from their favouring influences,
tho rainfall nmongst themis in consequence extremely
limited, and their summits and sides present nothing but
barren and rugged slapes, stripped by centuries of storms
and tempests of every vestige of soil; in place of the
nnguificent forests of pine and oak intermingled with
vhestaut, nih and the lovely rhododendron which clothe
tho southern slopes of the Himalayns, here nothing but
reky wastes meet the eye, unrelieved by the presence of
any forther vegetation than that presented by a few
gnnrled nnd stunted cypresses or firs, and other trees of &
rimilar kind, whose hardy nature has enabled them to
struggle through every dificulty there offered  them;
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while the valleys and plains below, though consisting in
many places of very productive soil, remain for the most
part barren wastes, owing to the deficiency of an adequate
supply of water, without which the intrinsic qualities ‘of
any soil, however good, are absolutely worthless, for as con-
trasted with the valleys of the Himalayas, which abound
in streams replenished from year to year by the rainy
seasons, and the annual melting of the snows, which latter
form, as it were, a gigantic natural reservoir, the contents
of which percolate through every mountain side, the plateau
of Beloochistan and Affghanistan are either absolutely
waterless or so inadequately supplied with this requisite
as to render but a very small proportion of their surface
available for the purposes of cultivation.

The general characteristics of the landscape when one
has surmounted the rugged barrier which opposes the
ingress into these regions from the direction of India,
may be described as a vast plateau intersected with
innumerable rocky ridges rising to an height of from 1,000
to 6,000 feet above it, the intervals between which form
valleys or basins, or even extensive plains according to
their degree. These latter portions of the country
are alone susceptible of cultivation, and that only
to the extent admitted by the limited amount of
water available for this purpose, for it cannot be
too clearly understood that the landscape in these
regions consists mainly of rocky mountains and more
or less unculturable deserts; the amount of cultur-
able land, even in the more favoured localities, bearing
but a very small proportion to the extent thatis absolutely
insusceptible of cultivation; this, as I have explained, is
not so much owing to the actual want of land capable
under more favourable influences of producing crops, as to
the deficiency of streams or springs and the scantiness of
the annual rainfall. There being here no regular seasons
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of rainas in India, such rainfall as does occur is both
+canty and limited as regards the area affected by it, for
it rarely extends beyond the mountain ranges, or their
immediate neighbourhood. Added to these natural dis-
advantages of its physical characteristics, the climate of
these regions is severe in the extreme. Owing to the
bureness of the landscape and the general absence of
vegetation, there is but little modification to be found
between the extremes of lLieat and cold, the heat is in
congequence out of all proportion with the altitude of
these regions above the sea level, and the cold is equally
out of all proportion with both their altitude and latitude ;
whle owing to the facility with which the bare surfaces
of the ground, part byradiation with the heat they may
have absorbed, the rapidity with which these extremes
follow one another seems almost incredible,—a tempera-
ture of 110 degrees or more, Fahrenheit, by day may be
ded by one of 50 deg; by night, or even in case
of a trifling shower of rain. It may, indeed, be said that
during the hot season the heat here is almost as great,
and, owing to the bareness of the soil and the clearness of
the atmosphere, quite as trying as that of most parts of
Indin-—the only advantage which it possesses over the
latter being that the nights are generally cool, frequently
too much so, as I have said, to be either healthy or
pleasant. In the cold season, on the other hand, though
the temperature does mnot, perhaps, actually go down
muany degrees below freezing.point, the air when in
totion, there being nothing to obstruct its force, is more
plercingly cold in ity effect thau can be imagined without
personal experience, while the extreme scarcity of any
sort of fuel makes the severity of the climate in this
10spect all the more difficult to contend with.
It can be casily imagined from tms description that
these countries present but httle inducement to a foreign
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invader to attempt their annexation, or even temporary
occupation—the only occasion, indeed, of their ever having
been entered by a forcign force is owing to their consti-
tuting the only means of approach to the fertile plains of
Indin—whilst the very fact of their inacessibility and
barrenness has rendered them {avonrable places of refuge
to the victims of successive invasions of the more favoured
countries to their west.

Instead, then, of looking upon the inhabitants of these
regions as constituting two distinct nationalities, and
cndeavouring to classify them under the generic terms of
Beloochee and Affghan we should rather consider them as
composed of a number of separate units, the result of
sinceessive invasions and consequent expulsions of the
aboriginal population from the countries further west,
scattered amongst whom the Belooches and Affghans are
in the main in the preponderance. As to the origin of
these two races, the only thing certain about it is that it
must have been absolutely distinct, for they differ entirely
in every characteristic of feature and character; the
Affghans claim to be descendants of the Jews, and their
language certainly point to a western origin, while the
Belooches appear to have no tradition even amongst them
as to the region from whence their ancestors came, or the
circumstances under which they settled in the districts in
which their descendants are now found. It is with equal
incorrectness, then, that we would endeavour to apply the
terms Beloochistan and Affghanistan to any clearly defined
tracts of country or those of Beloochee and Affghan as
the general distinctive titles of the racesinhabiting these
tracts. The term Beloochistan may indeed with a certain
degree of reason be applied to the tract thms designated.
for throughout it are found a variety of races who speak
different dialects of a common language, namely,
Beloochee ; though interspersed with these dwell large
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numbers of members of tribes distinet from the
Beloochee-speaking inhabitauts, who ackrowledge no
connection whatever with them, and speak entirely
different langaages. The terra Afighanistan, however, as
applied to the enttre region to which we give it, is com-
pletely out of place, for in many parts of this region the
Affghans hardly constitute a bare majority, and in others
are not fonnd at all; in any case they are scattered about
in such a hap-hazard way in the region thus designated,
and so intermingled with races of a different origin that
it 13 almost impossible to define any particular portion of
it as being thewr exelusive abode, and thus entatled fo the
special designation of Afighanistan, or the “abode of the
Adighaus.” If any part conld, with justice, lay clam to
this title it would be the area mcluded between Peshawur,
Cabul, Bamian, Candahar and Quetta, which constitutes
the head-quarters of the Affghan population, though, even
here, this is much mixed with various tribes of foreign
ovigin; in the remaining portion the Affghan population
is either very much in the minority or settled 1 detached
and isolnted distriets, and so blended with races of entmrely
distinet nationalities that it wonld be quite a misnomer
to apply to the districts they are found fn any term
distingnishing it as the exclusive abode of the Affghans.

II.—-BELOOCHISTAN.,

Ir by the term Beloochistan we mean to designate o
particular tiact of country comprchending within its
limits all the districts where the Beloochee language or 2
cognate dinlect is spoken, the area thus designated wounld
be 50 irregular in its ontline, and so dovetailed into
neighbouring districts, where langnages entirely distinet
from Beloochec are the eurrent medinm of interconrse of
the popalation, that it would he impauiblc’to lay i vn
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distinctly on any map, of however large a scale. Such a
tract, moroover, would include within its boundaries »
number of tribes who not only lay no claim to be called
by the title of Beloochee, but who, on being questioned
upon the subject, would distinctly disavow any such claim,
and disown all connection with the tribe whose special
designation it is.

Descending from the north, the first Beloochee-
speaking tribe which we come across is that of the
Bozdars, who inhabit a narrow strip of mountainous
country between Affghanistan and the Punjaub, next
come the Bugtees, then the Marris inhabiting the
mountains north and west of Sibi, the present terminus
of the Candahar State Railway ; all these three tribes,
though speaking a common tongue, disown any sort of
connection with one another, and live in a state of per-
petual feud amongst themselves. Next to these comes an
interval occupied by an utterly distinct race—namely,
that of the Brahoes, whose language has not even the
slightest resemblance to any one of those spoken around
them ; where they came from is an utter mystery. They
compose a very numerous tribe, and the district occupied
by them extends from the Bolan Pass to Quetta towards
the west, and to Khelat towards the south. They are
of two categories, as it were, the migratory Brahoes and
the sedentary Brahoes. The former are essentially =
pastoral community, their entire property consisting of
immense herds of sheep, goats and camels. In these
latter consist their main wealth, for they are the principal
proprietors of these invaluable animals in these parts, and
consequently have almost a monopoly of the carrying
trade between the Sind frontier and Quetta and Khelat.
They build no villages, but live in tents formed by coarse
rugs made of camels’ or goats’ hair, and cultivate only
just enough ground to supply themselves from time to
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time with o little coarse grain. The cold season they
spend on the plains at the foot of the Bolan Pass, and as
soon as the weather there begins to get hot, they move
up this Pass to the plateanx in the immediate neighboar-
hood of its summat, The sedentary Brohoes inbabit the
comparatively fertile districts between the Bolan Pass
and Khelat, where they are found settled in namerous
villages.  South of these agam eome a variety of tribes
mote or less of Persian olizin, with no special character-
istic about them except that they speak several debased
dialects of Beloocheo : these extend from Khelat down
o Mekrun upon the const of the Persian Gulf

The true Beloochee elerment  accordmg to our nccepta-
tion of the term, that is the nggregate of the tribes
speaking the Beloochee languuge- would include the
Bozdars, the Bugtees, the Muarris, and the proper
Belogchee-—necording to the nmative acceptation of the
term, that is, the Rind Beloochee or Belouchee of the
phins of Kuichi and the mountaina bordering these on
the south and enst. The Braboes, sho constitute, as 1
have shewn, & very important element in the popalation
of these parts, would, if questioned, indignantly deny
their connection with any Belooch tribe, with all and
eack of whom they have from time immemorral Iived on
terms of the bitterest hostility.

From this it will be scen that the population of a great
part of the region ealled by us Beloochistan—so far from
being even a Belanchee-speaking  population—speak a
language utterly and entively removed from this tongue,
ard that this population, moreover, inhabits the neighbonr-
hood of the town which wo have alwnys ercdited with
being the capital of our Beloochistan, Such a thing ns
# king or sovereign of Ueloochistan does not exist. The
Klian of Khelat is only one of the more powerful chiefa
in these districte, and his influence over any portion of
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the various tribes inhabiting the territories which we
have assumed to belong to him, is of so vague and
shadowy a description that it in reality amounts to
nothing at all; indeed, till within a few years, he was
unable to maintain any sort of supremacy over the tribe
to which he belongs himself—mnamely, that of the Brahoes,
with the migratory section of which he had for years
been on terms of hostility ; in the course of which, so far
from being able to hold his own, he had been reduced to
such straits that it was nothing but the arrival of our
Mission in his country in 1874 which saved him from
total destruction. The greater part, indeed, of the tribes
inhabiting this region would emphatically deny any
claim on the part of the Khan of Khelat to a supremacy
over them, and the only answer they wounld give to any
suggestion on his part of such a claim, would be to
recommend him to come and try to enforce it. 'The
influence of the Khan of Khelat may be said to extend no
further than over the weaker tribes in his own immediatc
neighbourhood ; and this influence is only owing to the
fact that, whereas the ordinary Beloochee is a man who
despises any sort of commercial transaction, and considers
the only honourable mode of gaining a living to be by the’
plunder of the baser and more sordid souls engaged in
commerce and agriculture, the immediate dependants of
-the Khan of Khelat arc essentially peaceful in their
habits,and commercial in their tastes—he is thus enabled
to extract from the settled portion of them suflicient
revenue to enable him to entertain a sort of standing
army ; that is to say, a couple of thousand of cut-throat
ruffians, whom it was his habit to let loose from time to
time upon such of his neighbours or dependants as were
unable to retaliate, with a view to asserting his position
amongst them, or replenishing his exchequer by extraci-
ing black mail. Till recently, indeed, there was mno
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the surface of the ground. This growthis very scattered,
and hardly apparent to the eye, and the sight of flocks of
sheep and herds of cattle in consequence grazing upon
these unpromising sites has been the occasion of many a
jesting remark on the part of Europeans strange to the
country, as to the powers of digestion of these animals who
appeared to them to keep themselves in wonderfully good
condition upon a diet which, as far as appearances went,
consisted of little else but sticks, and stones, and dust; but,
ag I have said, amongst these sticks, and stones, and dust
exists a certain proportion of pasturage which, though it
may require a little more exercise on the part of the
animals to which it affords a sustenance to obtain it, than
would be required of a Southdown sheep or a Hereford-
shire bullock, still, when found, appears to provide a diet
admirably suited to the constitutions of the animals that
feed upon it, for as good mutton may be obtained from the
flesh of a sheep bred in these parts as from that of any
Iinglish sheep.

It is thus only in the more favoured spots where a
sufficient supply of water is obtainable for the irrigation
of the land and the cultivation of crops, that a settled
population is to be found, while a very large proportion
of the inhabitants, being pastoral in their habits, are per-
petually on the move in search of the more favourable
spots wherein to graze the flocks and herds which con-
stitute their sole wealth and means of livelihood. As I
have shewn in the case of the Brahnis—a tribe inhabiting
a portion of Beloochistan—the annual migrations of this
tribe extend to a distance of over 100 miles, were there
then any such term in existence as that of Brahnistan, or
the land of the Brahnis, how would it be possible to
define its limits since the homes of the individumal
members of the tribe alternate, according to the season of
the year, between regions more than 100 miles apart?
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will be seen. The only line of demarcation from which
we have any right to expect any permanence, in such
shifting sands would be that represented by a cordon of
Huropean outposts, and however much we may endeavour
to stave off, for the time being, the difficulty by means of
pillars and boundary marks, there is but little doubt that
no permanent solution of it will ever be arrived at till we
have thus distinctly marked out by a living line of demar-
cation, the sphere within which we are resolved at all
costs, that our own influence should be supreme.

IV.—THE AFFGHANS.

So much. for the difficulties to be encountered in defin-
ing the particular limits of the districts known to us
under the comprehensive designation of Affghanistan, on
the supposition that they constitute the special or ex-
clusive abode of a distinct nationality, a term unknown to
the inhabitants themselves of these districts, who dis.
tingnish them by their respective individual designations
ag Khorassan, Cabul, Ghuznee, Balkh, &c., &c. Vague,
however, as appear to be the limits of the tract of country
thus named by wus, still vaguer secem the connecting links
between the various tribes constituting its inhabitants,
whom we have endeavoured to classify under the collective
title of Affghans, which is a term but little known even
to the very tribes of the particular origin which we intend
to designate by its application, who distinguish them-
selves by the title of Pathans, and it is by this name that
they are known throughout Persia, India, and Central
Asia. The tribes of Pathan origin, as has been pointed
out, by no means form the exclusive population even of
the districts which may be considered to form, as it were,
their headquarters; for even heve, intermingled with



19

tbem, is foung a consx'dembla spn'nklmg of tribeg
ent, i

ersiap ogul C tll, 4 t oy Onstitute th
majo, y Mongsy ¢y, d ape the dom; Tace j
thege Parts, it ;o With theqy. Charge Stics ang Boera] gqy,
dition Wainly Dtereg The Tren ang
Mounty; region of Alistan hag from ¢ € mmm,,
moria] refuge 4o ¢ 'nhabxtants of the
Ountrigg 4, VeSt in the Ourse ¢ Ceesgyy
tideg 1vasiop which have floog d ¢ ese, whether from,

the g, th, n case of the 4 s O frop, the nort},
23 In the Casg of Tuy) 28d Mogy) Overty
an ac esslbxllty\tbo ery Caturey whie], hae
reng, Periencey 1€ couny, © unspg;,
Actory 1 CIr regn]gg have o) Proved ), ample
Protecy; R Againgt the dcsigns of the Moyt ¢ €1 prisiy,,
nvager, » Who have founq ag ven g, “Mporgy.,
Bpation of ¢ More x‘uwumblc digty ts, an andep.,
taking ) Jond the; DPowery ere g douly
that ¢}, P, S arep g tribe of origm, and goq,1
D thejy abod, 1 Tegiong 1 | ek gy now they,
i the Succesqr, fon of Doy onyy
Omnes, by, thei Origin Wpletely lost yp 0 ity
and it ig g ) ak ven apy Sugestion © the
mmeq; Cansg heip emg tion eF clpj -
elveg of W de s 2nd g, tain o ords iy thejy.
angnng » Whicl, jg More o denwd fr he Pehj i
Mtimagey nectoq th the Teb, 1 woply
thyg appe. © slioyy Teasyy theip. claim ¢,
con, With ¢, lxouerm t Y be, they
constit, jority the inhapy, nts, Speak 4
riet dialect, on |, age, hiy
-






istic of 4 4. Portion ¢ hem, Aonggy Whom gy
jury divigy . er of € or
£¥on seet;,, 2y be the Oceag; of feuq Jy,_
tween the iy, ities ch a5 Iastfox'gcuemtwns
a3es frg, img B whieh, It cop, °Quene,,
a feng Tiption © Weaker f, ily op tribe
has been ent, Xtirpay, d—t Whieh Parajle) ay be

und iy gh, fa Ssier of ¢ Cog R

the foyuq doc; ate thy, aby 0 ertle, amily
tribe Contengy tself AS58s3ing; ¢ Demp, of
the tribe ;¢ vith lenevcrn n do Wathoyg
mue), rigk, o with g ingy the te,, tory elougmg

i, Wheney,, !m'aumble oppoy Qnjty ur, st
U they, cong, g nteregy, and digy, ng feudg th
uly Poing, ind, d, at whicy, Y sopg of ¢ esion 4o to be
vung AMmonggy the Motley Yar tiulmlmes n
lmbx!in;; the Yets, 1 whe , 114l 'S the seale,
W arpgy, at th of sub.divisi ng; em, ang
that iy, house), 12 o Collectiyy, f hongep, Ids formup,,

Sectioy o, ’ While g 0 Meeting,
Lroupg 1s, ap, g the tribeg of 4 ghay, |, , a funatlml
Votion ¢ Mmed, teligiy,,, Appears, they
that 4, thiy 0y vy & 15tinet nationahtv t

al with, n inite 80c13) ungy
ach yyjq, 1010 gy S8 differ, Custo, d dir-eqf,»mv>
Wterpsyy ] g by litegy mon by thejy 8uy,
Picign an tred of & fo, Cigen Nery ] ad gn mfidep
M partj, lay.,

The disuni(cd lition Vilrioug ¢, stitntjy,,,
he Affgy, 2 po) on of e g'onslm 1 been ,,
bjece of g Cutation 0 the morg DPatriog;,
Illmtclhg- tem L e

who L W






23

R 8uperiop kill ang ability Theip 8reed of Money ;o

beyong all descn'p 10n, anq therp ig no ah‘ocity of Which
they gpo 0t capablg for 5 Sufficiong lmbe, bat ag may p,

"Magined f, CIr fickle and trenclxemm nature 4,
Persist iy o System of bribiug, [ € term ¢ fuphem;g
teally gup, xdxzmg such 2 people j5} ke po 8g water nto
A Bleve, for th Cipient Iy consxdez-sbimscl und
such by R 50 far t offerg TOspect of anothe,
or untif ¢ © poss:p, lity Presengg 1tself of Mhing suckh
an indpe, T0m ang, hey party., ven ¢}, e woplg
endenvqy, Secretly ¢ €Xtract bes £, both
DParties, and onld Conside, th :xeluevem t of such p
Prpose ¢y, | °f diplomay, kil, ventualy, when

longcrablet Continng 4y, throy, g Iot\onlyfor
the ¢; > 20Wever, untj, Someth; ette; turneq ap.
Wtk the o, Promiseq po.q

he Charagy, stic gy alities op the Pulation
may then descyy 12 thoge f a I:matlc'xl )evotmn to
ho Malo, edan pg N, and Teckless ¢, rage ang a
o8 of inge ® coupleq With the mo ferocxous
indiceivc Yand d grog, duplicitjn €ir Joye

ndep, denee fanation; hatreq Clgner ang
Infide] © gren Stacle 1 ur deg, Bg With the,
whilg 4 L Meness ,, Cupidity gpe qualitioy
Which gice B8 fiolg k









26

of India, the greatest stumbling-block that we have
:;cou;-tered, has .been' fzhls I.a,ck of cohesion amongst

he . ifferent nationalities, inhabiting the adjacent
districts, ax.ld our policy has consequently been nat;u'a,lly
to r‘emedy' 1t by supporting and exalting the most influ.
ential chieftain amongst the various tribes, constituting
these nationalities with a view to treating with them sub-
sequently as their national representatives ; but in the casc
of the Affghan tribes this aim has always been thwarted
by the invincible suspicion and aversion entertained by
this independent and fanatical race towards an infidel.
So long as we have limited our support to owr would-be
national representative to the payment of subsidies and
supply of arms and ammunition, the position and prestige
of the recipient of these favours amongst his fellow-
countrymen has been improved and strengthened in con-
sequence to the utmost extent of our anticipations, and
that not only on account of the material assistance thus
derived, but from the fact that to a devout Mussulman to
bleed the infidel of these requisites upon every possible
pretext would always appear a right and fitting procedure,
and the more successful the operation, the higher would be
the opinion entertained by all *true believers” of the
orthodoxy and ability of the operator; but as often as
we have attempted to further our object by a personal in-
tervention in the politics of the country, and an actual
resort to force of arms, our appeal to such a measure has
been followed by the most unfortunate consequences both
for our own interests and for those of the particular
protégé on whose behalf we have interfered, or whom we
have subsequently selected for support, for it has then
become apparent that so great is the aversion o‘t.? the
Mahommedan population of these parts to the intrusion of
an infidel that the mere fact of his having availed himself
of our assistance has effectnally ruined in fhe estimation
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of his fellow-countrymen, our candidate for sovereignty,
s0 much so that ho has lost all hold npon even his own
immediate adherents in consequence, and so upon the
withdrawal of our armed support he hag forthwith either
disappeared or been removed, and the whole country has
in an instant reverted to even a more disorganized and
distracted condution than before

VI—AFFGHANISTAN.

As regards the physical characteristics and natural
resources of theregion of Afghanistan, too much attention
cannot be paid to the fact that even under its more
favourable aspects, it is a country which can offer but
little commercial inducement for its ocempation Let it
be remembered that it is essentially a land of stony
mountainy and sandy plains, in most parts of which,
works of agriculture are quite impossible, and in others
only carried on by dint of the most persevering labour on
the part of the inhabitants. The valleys, indeed, which
intersect the mountain ranges, and ave watered by the
streams issuing from their sides, are the only portions
really susceptible of caltivation to any appreciable degree,
for, as T have explained, the 1ainfall in these countries is
. very precarious, and mo conjecture cam, as a rale, be
formed as to the period of its occurrence; when it does
ocerr, moreover, it is only partial, and is principally con-
fined to the neighbourhood of the monntain ranges. The
Reneral character of the country may thus be said to be
of % poor and wnproductive o nature as to be unable to
Pn?nde a suflicient sustenance even for the scanty popa-
lation which is indigenous to it, and does not, I believe,
exceed an average of from 15 to 20 souls per square mile,
#large portion of these are, in consequence, forced from
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their %10n?es to wander about India and the adjacent
S;?;;;Tm; in search of any meams.of .ga,ining: their living
; ay present itself. This insufficiency can bhe
:'Lttmb}lted to no lack of industry upon the part of its
inhabitants, for a more hard-working race than that of the
Pathans does not exist, as is well known to our engineers
and contractors in India, who are mainly dependent
mpon them for the execution of any work involving ex-
ceptional laboriousness, such as works of excavation and
embankment. No greater proof of the difficulties to be ‘
encountered in many parts of this country in all agricul-
tural operations as well as of the patient and laborious
efforts of the population to overcome them, could be pre-
sented than the existence of such works as are locally
termed kavezes, that is, subterranean watertonrses con-
structed for the transmission of a stream from some
spring to a site selected for cultivation. These are con-
structed by sinking a well at some spot, at the base of a
hill gencrally, where a subterranean spring has been
ascertained to exist, and again digging a line of wells
along the interval between this and the selected spot;
the bottoms of these are then connected by channels
scooped through the intervening soil, and the water from
the spring is thus conveyed along the whole distance in a
subterrancan channel, where it is protected from any loss
or waste which might ensue from evaporation consequent
upon exposure to the sun, or from other causes. As,
owing +o the irregularities of the ground, it is frequently
necessary to conduct these channels for several miles by
circuitous routes through gravelly or even rocky soil in
order to bring them out exactly at the selected spot, it is
easy to see that the labour involved is enormous, and
such that nothing but a spirit of the most dogged and
patient industry on the part of the population would
have undertaken. These latter qualities are, however, as
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much acharacteristic of the Afighan population assterihity
and every nataral disadvantage ave that of thew native
land. What astonishes every visitor to the latter is that
such a miserable country should produce such a fine race
of men; for there, bred upon a diet of little more than
cakes made of coarse grain with o little butter nnd very
rarely & picce of meat, may be seen great stalwart
figures with thews and muscles that would rival those of
an English nayyy. The fact, howover, of the splendid
physique which is the general characteristic of the lower
classes here may rather be explained npon the theory of
the “survival of the fittest,” than by any special attri-
butes of the soil or climate, for nothing but a combination
of the strongest, constitution and physique conld possibly
withstand the trials which here awmt 1t from its earliest
childhood.

The fact<s that, taken as a whole, this country never
has produced more food-supplies than the amount abso.
lately required for 1ts own existant population, and very
frequently theso also are deficient, and a iderable
portion of tho population is compelled 1 consequence to
wander forth in search of a living throughout the
seighbouring conntries. That it never will produce much
more than it does now is a matter which may also most
pt})lmbly be taken for granted ; for in such parts as the
soil ?ml the nature of the surface of the ground admits of
cultivation, there being no rainfall to depend upoy, such
“or.ks are limited to the amounnt of water available from
8prings and strenms and rivers for the parpose of irriga.
tion, and the industry of the population has availed itself
of this to the utmost extent possible, even at the cost, in
;“‘“‘)' eases, of almost incredible lubour. Enongh has
:ﬁ:::,d to‘;ﬂmw that .imm the carrying ont of such a
cven of ‘(\; ; e .cccnp:\hon of the mote favourable positions

ghanistan, we conld anticipate no actunl com-
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mercial profit which would acerue to us, while by
cndeavouring to persmade ourselves to the contrary we
shall only lay up for ourselves a future harvest of failure
and disappointment; the most we could expect from such
2 step would be by a very careful system of administration
the defrayment of the actual expenses of such an occu-
pation.

Amongst the various districts constituting the country
of Affghanistan, that of Cabul has for some hundreds of
years held the first place as being the seat of the most
powerful and influential Affghan tribe of the cquntry, and
occupying a position particularly inaccessible to an
invader; the valley, moreover, over which it extends, is
one peculiarly fertile for the country; thus, owing to
these advantages, it is the point which would always form
the centre of opposition to an invading force, and one
round which all Affighans would always rally for a last
struggle ; for the same reason it is one from the successful
occupation of which by an invader all organized opposition
on the part of the remainder of the inhabitants of the
country would collapse.

The district of Candahar comes next in importance to
that of Cabul; for, though a far more extensive and
fertile one than the former, and though the city from
which it takes its name is the great entrepdt for Central
Asian traffic with India, it has never formed more than
an appanage of the Ameer of Cabul, and that only so long
as he possessed funds and forces to retain it; for owing to
its defenceless position, and to its very wealth, which has
made it an object of avarice to neighbouring powers, it
has never been able to maintain its independence for any
prolonged period, but has fallen a prey to every invader,
and been included more than once within the boundaries
of Persia. Its population, however, is strictly Pathan in
origin, though speaking a dialect different from that of
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stances, as we have adopted the fiction of the Amir
of Cabul being the responsible ruler of the region
called by us Affghanistan, and persisted in treating -
with him as such, the only means by which we
could secure a position in Candahar without
absolutely ruining his position with his fellow-country-
men, would be to make a demonstration of breaking -
from him and occupying the place by force of arms;
we might then offer him any additional subsidy
which we thought advisable as a compensation for the
loss of its revenues. Such a proceeding also appears to
me to be the only satisfactory way of establishing -
ourselves there, for the great mistake which we made
during the last war in Affghanistan was that, while
holding the country and maintaining order by sheer force -
of arms, as regards the districts of Candahar, at any
rate, we abandoned the population to the tender mercies
of there own civil governors. Under these circumstances,
how could our presence there be other than an utter
abomination to the inhabitants, for they had to enduare the
presence of the hated infidel amongst them withoub
deriving any of the reputed benefits of his rule P—nay,
rather the injury done to them by our presence, appeared
to them aggravated a thousandfold by the fact that
we were there as the supporters of their own native
rulers in every sort of rapacity and extortion; not
that I mean that any such measures were for a moment
countenanced by the responsible European aunthorities, but
that every Asiatic official is by nature rapacious and
extortionate, and only looks upon his term of office as a
period in which to accumnulate, by hook or crook, ﬂ{e
greatest amount of treasure possible, the only check to'.hls
rapacity being the limits of endurance of the population
under his charge. Such a man, finding himself supporte'd
by an irresistible foreign force, would naturally think it
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throwing away the poads which Providence had pat in his
way, did he neglect hiz opportanity. The constant come
plaint of the mnfortonate inhabitanis of the Candabar
districts darinp omr late cevopation, as they were
oppressed and squeezed by their wnative rafere whom
we set np was “ The accursed Feringhi is hewe. bLut
where is the boasted clemeney of his ralo ¥ If we
are to be subjected to the exactions of onr own
ralers, let it be at all events without the suppovt of
the bavonets of the Infidel™ It is nut to e wondered at
then, that the moment they saw a ¢
against us as one man, and that on our departure o wore
trace was left of onr presence thanaf we had never been
there.  There is no donbt that it always hnaw been, nwd
~always will be, a bitter thing for an Afighan populatum o
have to sabmit to Emropean mle, and to tolemte the
of o Envopean force t them s and the only
thing that will ever reconcile them to onr presence iv the
repated mildness and elemency of onr away  To give
them, however, the full advantages of this, it will be
necessary that the entiro administration of nuy poxition
or district which wo occupy shonld be entrusted to
Euaropean officers. By waorking upon their avarieo nnd
internal disscnsions we may obtain o poxition amengst
them, and, by ensuring them a just and Gnpartind
administration, we may, after some yearw, with faet nnd
jndgment, seenre one which will be based more upon their
own appreciation of the benefita of our rnlo than, nn
litherto, npon the mere presence and mnpport of our
hyonets
The Afighan tribies do not, however, nghas been pointed
out, by any means constitute the whele of the inbabitnnfe
of the reginns 1o which we have given the eallective nume
of Afghanistan, for interspereed with theee trifed dwel(
Yargre nombers nf Hazaras or Mognls, the descendanta of

anee they  rose
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the followers of Jenghez Khan or Tamerlane. These
tribes inhabit the regions north and west of Candahar;
they live in a state of perpetual feud with their
Aflghan  neighbours, from whom they differ in many
chavacteristics, notably as regards fanacticism and
vindictiveness; they are possessed by no fanatical hatred
to n Buropean as an infidel, and do not consider it a point
of honour to perpetuate a feud; they are also less
trencherous, thongh equally avaricious, and perhaps not
quife so brave. Altogether, they are of a more malleable
nature-than the Affighans, and as there are large numbers
of them in the country their presence might, in the
event of our advancing onr position, on account of their
traditional hostility to the Affghans, be turned to valuable
acconnt, by our organizing large bodies of them into local
police or levies, which could be easily done with a little
taet and judgment. They are, of course, like all the
tribes of these parts, a wild and ignorant people, unac-
customed to any sort of discipline, and jealous of any
control; but officered by men of experience and judgment,
who knew when to tighten, and when to slacken, the rein
they would be of most valuable assistance, for the
purpose of the protection of outposts, and the lines of
communication, for their devotion to a European, when-
ever they do attach themselves to one, is most affecting.
The other inhabitants of these regions ave principally
tribes of Persian origin, who have wandered thither, or
been introduced by different invaders and conquerors of

the country.

VIIL—HERAT.

As to the occupation by us of the district of Herat,
even if we had the forces available to place a permanent
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garrison in this city and along the lines of communication,
the maintenance of such a force at a point so distant from
its baso and throngh a country whers wo should havo to
bo muainly dependent upon that base for supplies, wonld
constitute sach  drain upon our Indian finances as would
place it almost beyond our means, if only from a financial
point of view; indeed, it is a question whether it 18 not a
measure which s equally impracticable to us from a
practical point of view as regarding the amount of trans-
port and supplies which we shonld require to convey
thither a foree of the requisite strength, and maintain it
there in o condition of duo cfficiency. To begin with, the
only raison d’¢tre of any such a garrison of ours in Herat
would be to provent an snticipated Russian occupation of
the district, and no Rassian General wonld think of
attempting such an undertaking with a forco of less than
about 20,000 men, duly equipped with artillery and siege-
train, &¢. On our part we could not expect to render the
Affghan population any material assistance in  their
opposition to the invader, with a force of less than 5,000 to
10,000 men; to keop open communication with
Quetta would necessitate the posting along the 500 miles
intervening between this place and Herat n force of about
8,000 micn, for the attitude of the population in these
parts could nover be depended upon in an emergency, ns
was snfficiently demonstrated in the interval between the
battles of Maiwand and Candnhar, when the very stations
upon our line of rail wero menaced by bodies of
marauders, nnd there was not a single post throughout the
whole length of our Iine of communications which was
notthreatened orattacked in many places in localities where
tho population nppeared devoted tous, and it had been year
sinco any sortof disturbance had occurred. In eddition te
this it would bo necessary to locato o forco of about 5,000
men in tho Candahar district to replace casualties o
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supply reliefs, so that altogether we should not give our-
selves a chance of attaining our object with a force of less
than 15,000 to 20,000 men, while to place ourselves
beyond all possibility of failure, a force of at least double
this strength would be required.

Let us first consider the difficulties of transport alone
to be encountered in conveying to Herat a force of, say
7.000 men. Experience has shewn us that, in these
regions, where frequently for very long distances the local
food supplies are very limited and cannot be depended
upon to any sensible degree in the conduct of military
operations, the amount of transport requisite to convey
any given force of the mixed arms, including tent equip-
age and the convoys of commissariat supplies, and
ammunition and military stores, required to provide men
and animals alike with proper sustenance during their
march, and to maintain the whole in a due state of
cfficiency, amounts, roughly speaking, to about one camel
for each combatant unit of the force employed. In
making this estimate special notice should be taken of the
fact that the unit of transport to which it has reference
is that of a camel, an animal peculiarly adapted to. the
climate and conditions of existence in these regions,
amidst the peculiar and scanty vegetation of which it can,
under the most disadvantageous circumstances, find a
sustenance which it would be 1mpossible to depend upon
in the case of any other beast of draught or burden,
and that consequently in this case it is assume'd that the
transport employed would carry excluswel.y f1;"11116
supplies required for the men and animals composing g e
force, being itself dependant for its sustenance 11p0nth 1e
forage it could pick up en route. Were any otner
species of transport employed a very mu.ch larger PI‘OPC;)I"
tion of mules or bullocks, as the case might be, Woulfl h:
required in order that these animals themselves mig
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carry with them a sufficient amount of food to keep them
in an cficient condition, so that the total amonnt of
ballocks or mules required for the purpose in question,
wonld amount to, from 15,000 to 20,000, the carrying
capacitics of cither being about equal; that s Iess than
Lalf a camel-load, which may be taken at about three to
four hundredweight. It must be remembered, again, with
reference to this estimate that it is based npon the require-
ments of o march from the Indus to Candahar, whichis &
distanco of only abont 300 miles, whereas that between
Quetta and Herat is over 500 miles, but this would not
really involve the nccessity of any large extra amount of
transport, as {fresh supplics would be procurable en roufe
in Candahar to take the place of those consumed on the
way thither, and the force would thus be able to start
thence on its march across the 300 miles lying between
that place and Horat with 1ts foll allowance of supphes
How ntterly helpless any force 1s 1 these vegions, 1f
not supplied with a requisite amount of transport, has been
amply demonstrated by the failore of General Phayre’s
force in its attempt to rench Candahar after the battle of
Maiwand, and that in spite of the most strenuons cfforts
on the part of the Government, and the unwearied exertions
of its enexgetic commander, nnd indeed of every individual
officer employed. The spectacle presented would have
been ludicrons in the .extreme had it not been for the
l:lis:mhmn consequences to human life, which accompanied
it in the fatal climate, in which it took place. There, at
the very hottest season of the year, in the place then
constituting the railway terminus, which has always had
the ~x‘opuh\tian of being the hottest spot in that part of
Indin even, were shot out dry after day on the sands of
the desert, hundreds and hundreds of troops who were
:;::‘[;s:‘l:;:lllzl‘mo\c on forthwith at all cost to get out of
imate they were thns stranded in, and to
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make room for others, but with no other transport available-
to convey the stores and supplies which were absolutely

indispensable to them over the 100 miles of desert and

leC]{}’ passes intervening between the railway terminus and

Quetta, which after all was only the rendezvous and

base for the intended operatious, but a limited number of"
raw ponies and bullocks, which for the most part had never-
had a Joad upon their backs before ; for these, then,

constitued the only transport procurable throughout India,

and to collect even them money had been poured out like

water.  Duay after day these troops struggled up the Bolan

Pass to Quetta, where they arrived in what indeed might

be called the lightest of light marching order, their-
equipage being limited to the clothes they had upon their
backs,and their ammunition to the contentsof their pouches,

while the whole line of march was strewn with the baggage

and equipage they had been obliged to abandon upon the-
way, & welcome prey to the wandering Belooches, who

appeared shortly afterwards looking so respectable in the

suits they had made for themselves out of the tents and

blankets that they were perfectly unrvecognisable, and

there was not a camping-ground where, in the case of the

Buropean troops, they did not leave several of their number -
dead or dying from sunstroke or exhaustion'. Anfi when

they arrived at Quetta they had only the dlsappomtmexlxt

of finding that the very deficiency which had caused their-
previous experiences to be so miserable ?vould prcv.ent

their continuing their march or accomplishing the object

with which they had struggled so far. .

No sooner, moreover, had these reinforcements a,rrlv.ed
at Quetta than it became apparent that the f?od supphei
stored up there or procurable in the nelghbourh"i( '
were totally inadequate to their maintenance. Upon the
oceurrence of the battle of Dlaiwand, when Government
were at their wits’ end how to obtain transpo%-t for the
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troops which were intended to relieve Candahar from
this side, hundreds upon hundreds of bullock-carts were
mannfactured in India and sent up to work between the
Railway terminus at Sibi and Quetta, and it was npon
these that the troops in the latter place were mainly
dependent for their supplies; upon calenlating, however,
the amount that could be forwarded regularly by
these, it was found that, on the assumption that no
supplies of grain or forage were procurable to any
reliable extent, locally between these two points, a pair
of draught-bullocks would in the course of their transit
vonsume about half as much again in weight of grain
and forage as they wonld draw,—that is that, the
distance being 100 miles divided into about 10 stages
cach constituting a day’s march, and the food allowance of
« bullock being about 6 1bs. of gron and 20 1bs of grass
per day, the actual amount of food which a pair of
bullocks wonld have had to convey with them for themr
own consumption en route wounld have amounted in
weight to about 500 lbs or half as much again as the
weight they were calenlated to draw, which was fixed at
350 ths  The despair of the commissariat authorities
at the result of this caleulation may be imagined,
fortunntely some local supplies, which though of an
inferior description, answered their immedinte parpose in
this cmergency, were vendered available, and the
difficulty was thus overcome

The dearth of transport in this emergency may best
be estimated by the rates of carriage demanded by the
local eamel-ow ners for the conveyance of stores between
Sibi and Quotta which rose to abont 15s, per cwt.
and upwards; as o great part of the camels were able to
carry abont five handredweight the cost of the two trips
rcp.rc:cntcd about the value of the animal employed;
while of the deficiency of all food supplies some idea
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may be formefi from the fact that the local prices of
grass and grain rose respectively to upwards of £14 a
ton and 12s. a bushel respectively, which in a country
“'119}‘3 money is  scarce amount to worse than
fa-mme-pmces. Since then, the difficulties of transport
over this particular extent of our lines of communication
have jbeen to a great degree overcome by the construction
of a line of rail which now traverses a great pavt of the
distance intervening between Sibi and Quetta, but
beyond this latter place there still remains the same
difficulty of providing with transport and supplics a
force intended to proceed to Herat.

Admitting that the transport available in India has
recovered to a considerable extent from the disastrous
effects of the last Affghan war; when upwards of 50,000-
camels perished upon our frontier, exclusive of countless
ponies and Dullocks, till the breed of camels became
almost extinet in many places, and the prices of ponies
rose after the termination of the war to nearly four and
five times what it had been before its commencement—
still T think we shounld find some considerable difficulty in
mustering the number required to convey our intended force
to Herat ; the number, moreover, thathas been mentioned,
namely, about 7,000 to 10,000 camels would be required
for the mere conveyanceof the troops with the indispensable
accessories of tent-equipage, military stores, and a sufficient
amount of commissariat supplies for their sustenance,
it being assumed thab on their arrival at their destination
they would be able to provide for themselves locz}lly,
with such supplies of the latter nature as they 1?nght
require; for the conveyance of such stores or s‘upp.hes as
shonld subsequently become necessary to maintain our
troops there in an efficient condition we should then b.e—~
as we were throughout the late Affghan war—mainly
dependent upon local transport in the hands of the-
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vurious tribes inhabiting the districts bordering upon our
lines of communication. This transport is limited, and
being the monopoly of tho tribes in question, is always
unreliable, at any timo of particnlar emergency it iy as
likely as not to be withheld with a view to obtaining
higher rates for earriage; the owners, morcover, of this
local iransport arc of an independent character, and
would be most reluctant to bind themselves to any rort
agreement to us. The only way in which our advance
in force to Herat would be practicable wonld be by
stocking the varions camping-grounds on the route
thither from Caundahar with the necessary supplios and
sending on sucl n force by compaiatively small detach-
ments, but such an operation would require monthy of
previons preparation in order to accumulate along the
ling of march the required amount of these necessaries,
while it would not ebviate the expense and dufliculty of
maintaining a constant supply of the same and of other

indispensable stores
It appears, then, that however much politicians and
theorists may rave abomt the vital importance of
not allawing Herat—* The Key of India"” as they call
it, though on what partieular grounds they assign it
this reputation no one scems able to explam very
satisfactorily —to fall into the hands of a foreign
power, such a measure as that of occupying it onrselves,
which is the only means by which we could actually
prevent such a contingency—there being no middle
course open to us, in as much as eny opposition that
could be offercd by the inhabitants of the district with
“mlmwisl:mcc of a fow British officers and 2 handful of
::::‘lcﬂ';;r:oxfﬁ w;'onld be merely contemptible to 2 Russian
diﬂicn]tfo:"nqst(mng”l-‘wonm be ® e eximufely
i not. abal 0 carty oat from a practical point af views,
ot absolutely beyond our power. Tnstead, then, of
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wasting our time and money and efforts npon fruitless
negotiafions and subsidies and boundary commissions,
we had better reconcile ourselves o the fact that if
Russia be bent upon continuning her advance upon the
western frontier of Affghanistan as far as Herat, there
is but little we can do in these regions to arrest it
unless we are prepaved to make tremendous sacrifices,
and saddle ourselves with a burden whichwillbe a perpetual
drain upon our Indian finances. If it be deemed of
absolutely vital importance to arrest her progress, the
only means by which suclt an object could be attained
would be by attacking her interests in some other
quarter, and thus compelling her to relinquish her views
in these regions, for the time being at any rate; if, how-
ever, it be considered that the respective interests of the
two nations are nobt so irreconcilably opposed to one
another in the matter, but that it wounld be possible for
their frontiers to meet here, the most simple and
advantageous solution of the difficulty would be by
coming to a compromise with her for the mutual
occupation of Herat and Candahar by herself and -us
respectively. There is no further objection to a measure
of such a nature in the case of Affghanistan than there
was in the case of Poland, or in numbers of similar cases
in which two great Powers have found themselves com-
pelled to absorb a smaller power placed between {fhem
to prevent the perpetual anmoyance and uneasiness
which must inevitably accrue to either of them
from the intrigues in which it must be. perpeﬁ.ui.ﬂly
engaged in its struggles to maintain' its position,
while any sentiment wupon the subject WOH}d hbt;
entirely thrown away, as it has been .shewn tha

even in that portion of the regions to Whlf:h we llllzfﬁ}e
given the collective designation of Ajffghamst-&n .:; 10;
can with any shew of reason lay claim to this title a
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constituting the special abode of the ASchsna Thme
latter exist divided into different tribes witboz
of tie or bond between thera, whilst bayend
they are so mach in the minority or s3 el
mingled with other races that they camnck he comsileed
to represent to sny apprecisble degrer The Zoned
population, As to the district of Hera, 2t i oody 2
comparatively recent acquisition of the Amir o Cer=Ts,
having previonsly been incloded for the grestes perT
of its history within the Jimits of Persia; its Thatizamis,
moreover, are all more or less of Persian cxigin, and heve
the greatest aversion to the brutality a=d cprressiom of

their special ambition being {0 constirzte z= =i
State of their own. With reference to o=x owx posizion
in Condahar, the interests of the inhabilamiz of the
districts that would be thes occupied by s, conld not bz
derive every possible advantage from the extablizhoes
amongst them of a settled Governmexnt repleving the
present disorganised and distracted state of things, whils
as to the inclinations of the savage 25d barbaross
remainder, it is not reasonable that such shogld for o
wament bo allowed o form any obstacle to fhe inverests

e
of two great civilised powers, such 25 Englard and Buesiz

Tt is a popular craze that a Russian osempation of
Herat would only be a prelude to an immedizte invzsion
of Indin from that quarter, but it is most improteble that
sha veally enteriains any such 2 wild idez, thoush sume of
her more enthusiastic military 0ficers may hzrest:zprew;d
an opinion that it was a fewsible one, or even gone 9 L2
aa to dr.ur up a scheme for its exeention. This ix & print
regarding which we can best console oarselves, and raoet
ef.h'cctuully set our minds at rest by a cozsi ::'A:.'qr: of t’:;
diflicnlties we should have to euc;umur, and the exv’r‘;»
we shonld dave to incer in our prosecution 0‘:’ (!s":’ize'
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Si‘mple.r enterprise of despatching a force in the contrary
direction, for whatever applies to us on this score
regarding the movements of troops in these quarters at -
distances comparatively so trifling from our base of
operations, which moreover is in a country abounding in
every species of resources, wounld apply with tenfold force
to a Russian army moving in the opposite direction at
enormous distances from its base, and with that base, too,
in a poorly-cultivated and semi-subjugated country. It
may be taken for granted that the Russians have had too
much experience of the difficulties and dangers of
cncountering barbarous tribes under these circumstances,
to think of engaging with a civilized foe npon such terms.
It cannot be too clearly understood that the importance
of a Russian move on to Herat as affecting our interests,
depends entirely on the fact of whether we make a
similar move on to Candahar or no ourselves, if we do so
any possible ill effects of the Russian move are completely
neutralised; it we do not, the whole of the country of -
Affghanistan would fall under Russian influence in course
of time, and our frontier position, nay even our very hold
of India would be shaken, and that not so much from
any possible hostile measures of the Russians themselves,
as from the fact that in India we occupy the position of a,
mere handful of foreigners holding in check by the effect
of our prestige and moral influence the most varied and
antagonistic interests, and that the unopposed presence
and adverse influence of & rival power so near our
possessions would unsettle the minds of the more
turbulent nationalities inhabiting various portions of the
country, and set the numerous restless and disaffected
spirits with which India abounds on the watch to tmn
this feeling of unsettledness to their own advantage.
An occupation of Candahar has this advantage thaij 1t
is a move distinctly within our means, and one which
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could bo carried out at a few days’ notice almost, while
the district whick we should thus occupy is separated
from Herat by 300 miles of a country of such a barren
and waterless description that it may be considered as
absolutely untraversible by European troops encumbered
with artillery and baggage, except in comparatively small
numbers such as could be utterly destroyed in detail by a
very small force posted on the Helmund. The intervening
country between the two positions would thus constitute
a zoue of neutral territory which wonld separate the
outposts of the rival interests more effectually than any
river or range of mountains; and tlns would not be the
cuse were we to take up our position in Herat, for there
wo could not fail to find ourselves being continmally
entangled in all sorts of complications, and drawn into all
sorts of difficulties at every disadvantage to ourselves on
account of onur distance there from our base for supplies
and reinforcements,

It oppears, then, that the occmpation of Herat by
ourselves would bo an enterprise of extreme difficulty to
us whilst the maintenance of the districts intervening
hetween the present positions of Russia and ourselves
respectively as a neutral territory would, 1n the case of a
country sach as Affghanistan where underthe mere shadow
of a responsible Government are comprised races of the
most varied nationalities and conflicting interests, contain-
ing smongst themselves every clement of discord and
disunion, and constituting a very hotbed of intrigue and
every possible complication—be a measure leading only
to perpetual complications and consequent sources of
irritation between the two countries,

There remains, then, as has been pointed out, bat two
courses of policy for us to pursue, cither with the aid of
s Furopean or other ally to put a stop to Russia’s
designs in these regions by an attack npon her interests
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the troops composiny 16 had fett Cabul rodl the tise o
their arrrval at Candabar, they were  with she cx o
of the Brilish outpust it Khelat--Ubtlae  complite.
cat off from all communiestion with the ostads sorh
Sach a state of things coald aever wcar o the event
our makiny an advanes o Hert, for ot woata then
abyolutely neeessary for ar cxsteoee thure, that we
should mamtn 4 wne 20d xpensive e vl omuunie
tions wuth Imdia, thevmge s Darrea wnd more o lexa s
disposed, if got, actaaily ausule uuantes

Nothmy, mdeed. comd  be mope outrusted o Gie
alvantages thoy presemsod p the st of the wanch
from Cabul to Coadihur chan the position of o tue
ryuired to marck frem Quitis to Hewst, o o th
opposite direction, the clumate t these regions sibuwsted
as they are, mowtly at a vers low level would exevpt
in the cold weather that v between the wouths
of November and March be extrvmely trying. ad far as
heat 2nd dast and glare are concerued, 1w woukd probably
have the adraatage of most parts of Egypt i thes
respeets, thaagh it would nut be gquite se bt ws the
Soudan; the water supply nould be oxseemely deficrent,
and in masny places, sven whem procambidy, woudd be
handly drinkable on acconat of the munerals beld 1w aolu
tion in it which would only be got tut of by ovaparatun,
i even then complotely , furthei, with the exvoption of
the Candabur district, which 13, 8% 10 were, an oasts tn the
desert, the regioms intervemng betaeen the Poshoen
Valley and Herat are of a peonlualy aupesdoctive sad
aterilo charcter, congisting for (e must part of waterhias
and sandy plans at an altitude of hitle more than from
2,000 to 3,000 fret above the scadovel wheto tho heat
during the ony senon of thy yran s us excevinne ns s '
vold during the other; patare mndeal appeas © 227

districty, from  the heaviness of  the



48

irregularity of. its surface, which is broken by innumer-
able deep. ravines, as well as by the above-mentioned
charactem:qtlcs of climate and physical attributes, to offer
every possible opposition to the movement through them of
troops and material of war,

Agair.l, in the event of our making a movement on
'Herat, 1t wonld no longer be the case with us that it was
in 1880, when we had thousands of war-proved soldiers,
and an unlimited transport at our disposal to pick from,
for we should now have to start afresh with troops
necessarily out of condition by the interval of some years
of an easy life in cantonments, whilst the transport
required would actually have to be collected, organised
and trained anew.

* * * *

Amongst a certain class of Russophobists, it is a fixed
idea that in the case of the occupation of Herat, by
Russia, one of the most formidable weapons with which
she would assail us in India would be the Affghan popu-
lation, armed, trained, and disciplined by herself, just as
amongst the military enthusiasts in Russia, who are
advocates of an invasion of India, it is a dogma that the
Mohammedan population of this country are only
awaiting a demonstration on their part, sufficiently near
to our frontier, to rise against us en masse; but these
ideas ave alike delusions, and dictated only by a view of
the state of affairs, as much too pessimist on the one side
as it is too sanguine upon the other. Whatever may be
the personal objection of the Affghan popul'ation to the
presence of an infidel force amongst them, if they.w.ero
reduced to the alternative of acquiescing in the admlsspn
into their country, of either an English one or a Ru§smn
one, there is not a man amongst them that would hesitate
to throw in his lot, heart and soul, with us, against t?xe
latter; while as to the Mohammedan population of India,
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sot anly are the discordant units, u'f which it is compose\;
) {vcapable of amalgamation fox: any sort :h
common enterprise, but the mass of them, .m common Wi

that of thewr Hindoo and other fs“ow-snb;fctﬁ, are far foo
well aware of the ease and comfort which t.hey. eujoy
sent regime to have the remotest inclination
h an one a8

atterly

wnder the pre
1o change it for anotber, moch less for suc
Jtasoa wonld offer them.
There is no partioular creed or community amoug{st the
population of India, that entertains geditions or disloyal
\iews towardy our rule.  The classes amongst which such
feelings are most rife are those which we are educating
te Yook forward to s time when they may relieve the
Baropean officials of a great portion of the work of
atministration of the coantry, snd inte whose minds we
are perpetually matilimg the fact that the prestige and
moral influense to which we owe our sapremacy amongst
hem, ave tratitions of bygone and barbarous times, and
- such, not adapted to the present civilized epoch, These
have been but too ready to lend their ears to such
waggestions, and alrcady begm to look wpan our presence
te the country at all as a grievance, and vur exercise of
suthority amongst them ag & usurpation of their own
nghts  From these we shall have trouble enoogh in time;
the only consolation is that, however rauch the ideas
shueh we have suggested to them, and which they them-
~elves are wow Iabouring 1o their utmost to spread
srenerally amongst bt classes and races of the native
population, may weaken or prejudice our position in the
country; being mawly derived from castes of peacetul
instinets, such as the mercantile and veriter ¢astes, in
uny time of disturbanee, 5o far from exercising any J IH
«nee or having their vigws consalted fn au;m;'r (’2:-
b bat very Jighle werey from the m’xﬂzk:

v stes of their reapegtive communities
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irrogularity of its surface, which is broken by innumer-
able deep 1'.a,vines, as well as hy the above-mentioned
(:ha‘mcteri#ms of climate and physical attributes, to offer
every possible opposition to the movement through them of
troops and material of war,

Again, in the event of our making a movement on
Herat, it would no longer be the case with us that it was
n 1880, when we had thousands of war-proved soldiers,
and an unlimited transport at our disposal to pick from,
for we should now have to start afresh with troops
necessarily out of condition by the interval of some years
of an casy life in cantonments, whilst the transport
required would actually have to be collected, organised
and trained anew.

* * * *

Amongst a certain class of Russophobists, it is a fixed
idea that in the case of the occupation of Herat, by
Russia, one of the most formidable weapons with which
she would assail us in India would be the Affghan popu-
lation, armed, trained, and disciplined by herself, just as
amongst the military cnthusiasts in Russia, who are
advocates of an invasion of India, it is a dogma that the
Mohammedan population of this country are only
awaiting o demonstration on their part, sufficiently near
to our frontier, to rise against us em masse; but these
ideas are alike delusions, and dictated only by a view of
the state of affairs, as much too pessimist on the one side
as it is too sanguine upon the other. Whatever may be
the personal objection of the Affghan popul‘ation to the
presence of an infidel force amongst them, if they‘w?,re
reduced to the alternative of acquiescing in the adm1ss3on
into their country, of either an English one or a Ru§31an
one, there is not a man amongst them that would Pesfnate
to throw in his lot, heart and soul, with us, against t%xe
latter; while as to the Mohammedan popuiation of India,
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<missaries, bat it will be from the fraits of vur awn
mneonceivable folly and weakpes in volantarily abdicating
the position of szperivrity amongst the popalstion whieh
we have held pver since we entered the country. and to
wlich we uwwe entirel; the muntentace of vur sapremaey
thercin.  Any one who has had sufficient experence of
\siatics to undesstand cheir trmn of thought will know
that what is termed palitically a = conciliatory policy ™
towards its sabjevt 15 the most fatal one that conld be
adopted by a roling power, espectally if, as in the vase of
vur position in Inda. ic constitutes an nfimtestmal
minority amangst the local popalation, for to thewr minds
tt conveys no mmpression bar that of weakness.  Tyranny
#nd every sort of nppres«ion they are geed to from then
~wn native rufers. and they appreciate fally the benefit of
rtrict justice bat anythinz bevond this is more than thes
<vancomprehend.  Of no people conlid the fumidive proverh
that “ Familiarty breeds contempt™ he spohen with
yreater justice as rvgards oar dealings with them; wo
long ng we do not eheapen ourselves in ther eyes they
will continne towards us the respect that ihey have been
necastomed to regand us with hitherto, but if we keep on
dinning in their ears that theg are 6 overy tespect ow
cquals, they will end by believing oty and then friling to
ree under these ecirenmutancen, by what  process of
reasoning we can claim any right to onre prewaes e the
conntry they will intrizer to redisve thommeloes of it

So long as the mandlin sentlmapta of  Jusdin for the
Nafives " and » Enzland's Mivabos in ffin " nop thn ey
«f aar Eaghish paliticiara, the Husafuun have v o eanlon
ta burry on their preparmtions fur an fovanlon ot e
<ountry, ditd they ermtemuplote anch u wanien, e they
Lave only to await the nataeal caiten ol oyente, aid thee
wadk in withoat apgaaition, wod s o ax tha T
Haboo, and the  Hombay  Babidy  prn prtbd
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pampered, and encouraged in their pretensions by us, as
t.hey arc now, and the Native Press is allowed its present
license, there will be no occasion for Russia to put herself
to. any expe se for the purpose of sending emissaries to
stir up disco: ent and sedition in the country, for this is
all being done for her at our cost, and under our imme.
diate patronage.

We may not have the same qualities of amalgamating
ourselves with ov. - Asiatic fellow-subjects as the Russians
have, and it is not owing to the possession or exercise of
such that we owe the position which we have obtained,
and might still hold, amongst them, but of this I am
convinced that in no part of the Asiatic possessions of
Russia will a spectacle be exhibited similar to that which
may be seen any day, and in' the most remote districts of
India; indeed, according to the present lines upon which our
civilization of the country and education of its in-
habitants are based, it may: be said that the more
uncivilized the distriect, and t},}e more uneducated its
inhabitants, the more marked th\;g spectacle, and that is
that of a solitary English officialiseparated by miles and -
miles from his nearest fellow countryman exercising the
most unlimited influence and unqﬁestioned control over
an extent of country perhaps asgl%%i-ge, if not larger, than
an English county, and contaiﬁing quite as large u
population. \

Qur national position in the coms
of each one of our individual represe
be seen how far this is being strengtuened, or the contrary,
by our present internal policy. '

C. E. BIDDULPH, MA,

Bombay Uncovenanted Civil Servies,
! ~
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